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Comaents on Triaty Test Shot Trip. . M,ﬂ R2 3 L&U ot

A% about 1945 ¥iT, 15 July 1945, the wordinating ccnucu sterted
rrom the Tes Alenos Technieel irea, riding in e three bus couvwy with
tnree C. I, 8erdens driven by Convoy Commender Capiein Cecrge Turner,
11 DEVid Tov. end Dre Farl lon; end with a G. J. truck esrrying spare
equipment, The first stop wus &t the Camel on the Santa Fe Fozd. Theu
throush bock roed of Ssrte Fe to outskirts of Albuguerque w.ore we
stopped twenty minutes for convoy to be reassembled. The Wwuck hed
bioksn Govn end the sedanz hal atopped to get pascencers al [swnta Fa
(Ire Co he ThomEs).

tie then proceeded to Wilson's gerege to get ges, remining in
rlhusguergne for about 45 minutes -- the pasegengers senderin: chout
towde At tne EBilton, Sir Jomes Chedwick, Willlem Laurence, Williem
Yorder, Tom laouritsen, Cherles lauritsen, Msjor Ackermsn, ¢mC &n
sroy Ceptain (S-2) aweited the convoy. 20d Lt. Dazzo (5-2) wss
there but wes returning to los ilemos.

wn procesded to Trinity (Just deyond Sen antonioc, Ne ex) on
Houte U. S. 385 et & turn off marked Herriets Runch. We were first
stoppel st the bivouesc of ¥ajor Te Qe Frlmer's Speciel Deteclment
0L iugineers, wuo were olationed there fur eny energency such as
evecustion ¢l personnel. 4fter & brief check we proceeded *¢ the
nilitery rolice Jost No. 2 which was about 20 miles from zsro point
end about ten midee from the Trinity Base Cemp. This wes ¢ 3oximetely
0200 to 0239 16 July 1945. 4bout 0500 the searcrlights allegedly at
€ milee fr oo zero point sterted pleying ebout, epperently fixing eloud
elevation. At aiout 0520, the warning ceme by roedio thet the test ws
gkoul to toke plsce in 10 minutes. let Lt. Scheeffer, a civilicn, and
1 stretched out on e blanket fecins south to the spot whers thesevercl
zearehlishts secmed to be focusing on the ground. A glow wor sppearing
in the sky towsrd the Fmst so thet the mountuin range stood out quite
distinctlyve The rosd wes to our right end the buses to the racr of us,.
it was bright erough that you could identify people seversl hundred
feet zwiye 18t Lt. Huene fired & rocket at mirus six minutss and uaguin
at minus thrse. The latter did pot explode in the eir, hence snother
rocket went up sbout minus one minute. 4sbout then you could hear the
warning siren at the bivousc area. I wus sterin; streight shesd with
vy open lefl eye covered by e welders glese and my ri ht ey~ remining
open eni unocovered. Suddenly, oy ri ht eye wes blinded by & light
w:ioh nopared dnctentenecusly all ebout without any build o of
intensity. Ly left eye could see the ball of fire start up like a
trezepduous tubhble or nobelike mushroom. I dropped /t’ha glsrz from
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my left eys ulmost fmmedistely snd watched the light ¢liwd upwurd. The
1izht iotonsity fell repidly hence did not blind oy left eyc bui 1t whe
8till amaziagly bright. It turned yellow, then red, and shen besutiful
urple, ot fivad it hed 8 trenslucent cherscter but shortl, {turaed to
a tintcd or c¢olored white amoke appenrance. The ball of fire seesxed to
risa in socetnin: of toadstool effect. Later the column procosded &8s &
eylinder of w.ite smoke; it sccmed to move pondercuslye. A hole wes
~anghed through the clouds but two fog rings eppeared well ahaie the
white swoks columm. There wes & spontamsius cheer of the cbservers.
e Yor soumsan seic *that wes at lesst 5000 tons end probebl; & lot
Tore.? Ny estimate of the width of the ball of fire was guessed to be
1 60 2 nilex s thet time. Ecmcone gzid keep your mouth opis rud Just
then, sbout 1 1/2 to 2 minutes efter the light flssh, & sharp loud
eroa’ awent ovey use=it reverbersted through the mountain lise iounder,
Severel small flaches took place some dletence fiom end efter tie big
fizal, epprrently pert of o meccuring systems Comsender Braolirwy seid
that tie oloud wes up over 20,000 feet end #till rising. The top of
thw eloud wer woving slightly northesst end wes being shesrsi »if. AS
sbout 0555, we were sboerd the buczes and sturted home eguin. %e stopped
f9r raliel os the road between Albuguargue and Sants Fe, wo omzed at
Bante Fa (Clozson & Closson) but did not dismpunt. We exrived at the
2it) st wbous 1300 16 July 1945.




